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Comic novelist and critic Paul McDonald explores the philosophy of humour in a book that will
appeal to philosophers and creative writers alike. One aim of this book is to assess theories of
humour and laughter. It concentrates mainly on philosophical approaches to humour— including
those of Plato, Aristotle, Cicero, Descartes, Hobbes, Bergson, Kant, Schopenhauer,
Kierkegaard, Freud and Bakhtin, but also explores such fields as cultural studies, literary theory,
religion, psychoanalysis, and psychology; this broad focus makes for a richer account of
humour, its relationship with philosophical thought, and its bearing on the human condition.
Readers are invited to engage in creative writing exercises designed to exploit this crucial facet
of humour, and to help them explore relevant issues imaginatively. In this way they will deepen
their understanding of those issues, whilst at the same time cultivating their own creative skills.

From the Back CoverAt the time of his death in 1981, Howard Thurman was Dean Emeritus of
Marsh Chapel, Boston University, and Chairman of the board of trustees of the Howard Thurman
Educational Trust in San Francisco. He also served as Dean of Rankin Chapel, Howard
University, Washington D.C.; as professor at Howard University School of Religion, and as
Director of Religion Life at Morehouse and Spelman Colleges, Atlanta. Founder of the Church for
the Fellowship of All Peoples in San Francisco, the first interracial, interdenominational church in
the united States, he was honorary Canon of the Cathedral of Saint John the Divine, New York
City.Poet, Mystic, Philosopher and Theologian, Dr. Thurman authored more than twenty books
including, Meditations of the Heart, The Inward Journey, Jesus and the Disinherited, The
Centering Moment, The Creative Encounter, The Search for Common Ground and With Head
and Heart, his autobiography.About the AuthorWhen Howard Thurman spoke, he filled the entire
room with compassion, truth, keen intellect, and joy. To be in his presence was to experience the
drama of life itself-with all its attending conflicts-and to be carried beyond these realities to the
Reality of a gracious God whose will is life and wholeness.Howard Thurman was graduated from
Morehouse College and from Colgate-Rochester Theological Seminary. He then became a
special student of philosophy in residence at Haverford College with Rufus Jones, the noted
Quaker philosopher and mystic. After serving on the faculty of Howard University as Professor
the Theology and Dean of Rankin Chapel (1932-1944), he moved to San Francisco to help
found the intercultural and interdenominational Church for the Fellowship of All Peoples. In 1953,
he became Dean of Marsh Chapel at Boston University (1953-65).Friends United Press and
Howard Thurman began their association in 1971 with the paperback edition of The Inward
Journey. Since then, twelve other titles have been added to the Thurman paperback
series.Howard Thurman's close relationship to Quakers dates back to 1929 when, he began
independent study at Haverford College with Rufus M. Jones. Thurman first discovered Rufus



Jones through his book, Finding the Trail of Life. "When I finished (the book) I knew that if this
man were alive, I wanted to study with him", wrote Thurman in his autobiography.
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Dave McVane, “Highly recommended for both philosophers and creative writers.. This book
covers all of the key humour theories, and also has sections on under-explored humour
scholarship from the likes of John McClure, Helene Cixous and Susan Purdie. There are lots of
good jokes, all of them perceptively analysed. I particularly liked the chapter on whether we
should feel guilty for telling jokes about Walsall people being stupid (my feeling is no). The style
is accessible, and the book contains very useful creative writing exercises designed partly to
help readers think their way into the various perspectives on comedy, and partly to help them
become better humour writers. Highly recommended for both philosophers and creative writers.
See also his book on American humour:
  
Laughing at the Darkness: Postmodernism and Optimism in American Humour (Contemporary
American Literature)”
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should feel guilty for telling jokes about Walsall people being stupid (my feeling is no). The style
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help readers think their way into the various perspectives on comedy, and partly to help them
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EUAN, “No Laughing Matter. I never realised that humour was such a discursive subject until I
purchased this comprehensive easy to read overview. In these politically sensitive times
knowing what makes some people laugh and others take offence and why is far from being an
ivory tower preoccupation and the book is a compelling read covering the subject from the
ancient Greeks onward.It seems all the major philosophers had something to say on the subject.
Presentation and navigation are excellent with easy access to source materials and I shall not
hesitate to buy more E books from this specialist provider”

Neil Hudson, “Amazing!. A fascinating insight into the machinations of humour. Very in
knowledgable and worth every penny. Would definitely recommend to anyone interested in the
subject.”
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